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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This Office Action is in response to the application filed on 13 February 2001 and 
the communication received on 21 March 2003. 

2. Claims 1 -26 are presented for examination. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 

that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the 
Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a 
U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, 
the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- 
AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Razavi 
et al. US patent no. 6,362,730 B2. 

5. As to claim 1 , Razavi teaches substantially the invention as claimed, including a 
common platform for use with a host computer (Fig. 2, item 22) capable of controlling 
more than one type of equipment sensors, said common platform comprising: 

a host interface (Fig. 2, line between items 22, 23) for communicating with said 
host computer; 

a control interface (Fig. 3) for communicating with an equipment sensor (a 
device)] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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a memory {Fig. 2, item 25) for storing bootloader software; and 
a processor (Fig. 2, item 22, col. 6, lines 10-35) coupled to said memory, said 
host interface and said control interface; 

said processor executing said bootloader software for performing the steps of: 
downloading extension software into said memory (col. 2, lines 9-58; col. 

9, line 22 - col. 10, line 65; col. 13, line 45 - col. 14, line 52; col. 15, lines 3-21)\ 

determining the type of said equipment sensor (col. 2, lines 9-58; col. 9, 
line 22 - col. 10, line 65; col. 13, line 45 - col. 14, line 52; col. 15, lines 3-21)\ 

downloading application software corresponding to the type of equipment 
sensor into said memory (col. 2, lines 9-58; col. 9, line 22 - col. 10, line 65; col. 13, line 
45 - col. 14, line 52; col. 15, lines 3-21 )\ and 

executing said application software (col. 2, lines 9-58; col. 9, line 22- col. 

10, line 65; col. 13, line 45 - col. 14, line 52; col. 15, lines 3-21). 

6. As to claim 2, Razavi teaches, wherein said application software produces steps 
to configure said common platform to perform a predetermined function (col. 6, lines 10- 
35). 

7. As to claim 3 Razavi teaches, wherein said equipment sensor is removably 
attached to said common platform (Fig. 2, col. 6, lines 10-35). 

8. As to claim 4, Razavi teaches, wherein said host interface complies with a 
standard selected from a set of standards comprising Universal Serial Bus standard and 
RS232 standard (Fig. 2, col. 6, lines 10-35). 
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9. As to claim 5, Razavi teaches, further comprising a power control module for 
providing power to said common platform from a power source selected from a set of 
power sources consisting of a power source embedded in said common platform, a 
power source provided from said host computer, and a power source external to said 
common platform and external to said host computer (col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 9). 

10. As to claim 6, Razavi teaches, wherein said equipment sensor is selected from a 
group of equipment sensors consisting of an alignment sensor, a gravity sensor, and an 
image-capturing device for capturing images of objects (col. 9, lines 1-37). 

11. As to claim 7, Razavi teaches, wherein said processor sends information to said 
host computer indicating at least one of the following: the type of said equipment 
sensor; the version of said equipment sensor; and the version of said application 
software that has been loaded to said memory (col. 9, line 1 - col. 10, line 31). 

12. As to claim 8 Razavi teaches, wherein said application software interfaces with 
said host computer to cause said host computer to run drivers corresponding to the 
function which said common platform is being performed (col. 2, lines 9-58; col. 9 } line 
22 - col. 10, line 65; col. 13, line 45 - col. 14, line 52; col. 15, lines 3-21). 

13. As to claim 9, Razavi teaches, wherein said bootloader software is stored in a 
first memory and said application software is stored in a second memory (Fig. 2; col. 2, 
lines 9-58; col. 9, line 22 - col. 10, line 65; col. 13, line 45 - col. 14, line 52; col. 15, 
lines 3-21). 



Application/Control Number: 09/781,236 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2142 

14. As to claim 10, Razavi teaches, wherein said first memory is a non-volatile 
memory (Fig. 2; col. 2, lines 9-58; col. 9, line 22 - col. 10, line 65; col. 13, line 45 - coL 

14. line 52; col. 15, lines 3-21). 

1 5. Claim 1 1 recites all limitations similar to claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under the 
same rationale as in claim 1 . 

16. Claim 12 is corresponding method claim of claims 1 ,2; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 1, 2. 

17. As to claim 13, Razavi teaches, sending a signal to said host computer indicating 
the existence of said common platform (col. 5, line 10 -col. 6, line 57). 

1 8. Claim 1 4 is similar limitation of claim 6; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 6. 

1 9. Claim 1 5 is similar limitation of claim 7; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 7. 

20. Claim 16 is corresponding method claim of claims 1 ,2; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 1, 2. 

21 . Claim 1 7 recites all limitations similar to claim 1 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1 1 . 

22. As to claim 18, Razavi teaches, wherein the common platform transfers 
information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the processor 
downloads the application software corresponding to the equipment sensor from the 
host computer (col. 2, lines 9-58; col. 9, line 22 - col. 10, line 65; col. 13, line 45 - col. 
14, line 52; coi 15, lines 3-21) . 
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23. Claim 19 is similar limitation of claim 6; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 6. 

24. Claims 20-22 are similar limitation of claim 7; therefore, it is rejected under the 
same rationale as in claim 7. 

25. Claim 23 is corresponding a means plus function claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

26. Claim 24 is similar limitation of claim 7; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 7. 

27. Claim 25 is corresponding a means plus function claim of claim 1 1 ; therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 1 . 

28. Claim 26 is similar limitation of claim 7; therefore, it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claim 7. 
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29. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). . 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 





